
In many European countries waterways are an important heritage
asset. Canals and rivers are a significant part of urban and rural
history, essential to expanding commercial networks, flood con-
trol strategies, agriculture and industrial development.
As part of the EUWATHER project (European Waterways Heri-
tage: Re-evaluating European Minor Rivers and Canals as Cul-
tural Landscapes), funded by the CH-JPI European Programme,
a number of digital itineraries have been co-designed with local
communities, commercial stakeholders and the public sector to
generate new ways of approaching this unique cultural heritage.
Eleven Applications for Smartphones (free download) collect 
information in and around “minor” waterways in the Netherlands,
United Kingdom, Spain and Italy, to communicate this heritage 
to a range of audiences and foster sustainable management of
our waterscapes.

Battaglia, Bisato and
Vigenzone Canals
Bacchiglione River
Sile River

Nieuwkoop
Broek op Langedijk
Enkhuizen

Rochdale Canal
Ashton Canal

Sentmenat Canal
Molí de Pals Canal
Ter Vell Canal

A new set of itineraries for
boat, bicycle and walking will
let you discover the varied
cultural heritage of Europe’s
waterways. Free download
and explore with our interac-
tive maps and stories.
www.waterwaysexplorer.org

Associated partners:

It runs for 19 km on the left bank 
of the river Ter, from the Colomers 
weir to its mouth into the sea 
near the village of l’Escala. Cul-
tural and natural heritage appear 
side by side along this itinerary 
running through fields and visit-
ing rural villages like Verges and 
Bellcaire.

Sentmenat Canal
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Old weir of Colomers
     
Medieval village 
of Verges
    
The Verges Procession
     
Mas Duran sluice gate
    
Bellcaire mill 
and lavoir
    
Beach of Rec del Molí

It runs for 8 km on the left bank of
the river Ter, from the weir of Ullà 
until the former mouth of the Ter 
in the vicinity of l’Estartit. It flanks
the town of Torroella de Montgrí, 
some fortified farmsteads and it 
reaches the singular environment 
of the Ter Vell lagoon.

Ter Vell Canal
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Ullà weir

Torroella lavoir

International Festival 
of Music of Torroella 
de Montgrí

Fortified farmsteads

Ter Vell lagoon

Medes Islands

It runs for 14 km on the right bank 
of the river Ter, from the Caner 
weir to its mouth into the sea, on 
the beach of Pals. It crosses cereal 
crops, orchards and paddy fields. 
The area surrounding Gualta, 
the mill of Pals and the wetlands 
known as the Coll ponds confer 
character to this territory.

Molí de Pals Canal
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Canet weir

Siphon of Gualta

Old Bridge of Gualta

Mill of Pals

Traditional rice planting 
and harvesting in Pals

The Coll ponds
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An area once densely packed with 
iron foundries, machine works, 
storage depots and houses for 
workers. Pause to consider the 
histories behind neglected ar-
chitectural fragments and the 
forgotten sounds and smells of 
yesteryear as you pass through 
Holt Town, Beswick and Bradford. 

Ashton Canal
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The Railwaymen’s 
Club

William Peele’s 
Soho Foundry
 
Bradford Colliery

The Round House

Ancoats Hall

Vulcan Works

Discover a forgotten artery of the 
industrial past as you make your 
way through a rapidly evolving 
waterfront landscape of new and 
preserved buildings. Red brick 
mills and warehouses line a route 
that once carried coal and cotton 
through the world’s first industrial 
suburb.  

Rochdale Canal
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Murray’s Mills

New Islington

McConnell 
and Company Mills

Tomb of Adam Murray

Cellar Dwellings

Shooter’s Brook

In this area thousand islands were 
created out of muddy water and 
exploited for agriculture. Visitors 
can experience the still function-
ing vegetable auction on water 
where cabbage and potatoes were 
auctioned, themselves! A visit to 
the Dutch culture of land recla-
mation, vegetable growing, ship-
building and dredging.

Broek op Langedijk
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Land reclamation: 
thousand islands
 
Historical vegetable 
auction on water
 
Transportation over water
 
Shipbuilding
 
The Dutch art of dredging
 
Veggie experience

Nieuwkoop is not only the area 
to meet with the history of Dutch 
peat extraction, lake drainage, 
windmills, reed-cutting and wa-
ter management. It was a popular 
place among landscape and still-
life painters of the Golden Age and 
an artist colony of the 19th-Centu-
ry Hague School of painting. 

Nieuwkoop
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Windmills

Drainage of lakes

Reed-cutting

Peat extraction

Painting from
the Golden Age

19thC Hague School
of paintings

The Dutch East India Company 
and the old culture of herring 
fishery come alive in the sev-
enteenth-century fortified town 
of Enkhuizen. It is situated at 
the shore of the IJsselmeer; the 
historical Zuiderzee. A boat trip 
to experience also Dutch polder 
landscape, water management 
and contemporary water leisure.

Enkhuizen
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History of the Dutch 
East India Company 

17thC city center 

Fortified city architecture 

Historical herring fishery 

Polder aesthetics 

Water leisure

As from medieval times, excep-
tional works of hydraulic engi-
neering have been carried out 
to create a network of navigable 
canals at the foot of Euganean 
Hills. Thus, a flourishing water 
commerce become a magnet to 
erect castles, noble villas, and 
fortified cities to create a unique 
set of waterscapes.

Battaglia, Bisato and Vigenzone Canals
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Catajo castle

Arco di Mezzo

Canal-bridge 
of Montaigne

Villa Molin

Monselice castle

Pontemanco mills

The Bacchiglione is a river of stra-
tegic access to the Adriatic Sea 
from Medieval times. A number 
of Benedictine Courts testifies 
the untiring work of monks to re-
claim swampy areas. And the river 
itself is a coffer of memories of 
the many boatmen and horsemen 
who have been active for centuries 
in navigation.

Bacchiglione River
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St. Margherita 
water pump

Benedictine Court 
of Correzzola

Villa Foscarini-Erizzo

Procession of the Vow 
and boat-bridge

Bovolenta river port

Ca’ di Mezzo oasis

The constant flow of the Sile 
river favored through centuries 
the flourishing of different pro-
to-industrial activities along its 
banks and the fluvial transport. 
The fertile countryside nearby 
was the cereal storehouse of 
Venice, and its surroundings one 
of the preferred destination for its 
aristocracy.

Sile River
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Altinum:
the roman town

Portegrandi’s
navigation lock

Casale sul Sile’s
Medieval tower

The boat bridge at Cendon

Silea’s cimitery
of burci

Makallè port in Prato
di Fiera


